
Swimming lessons
American Red Cross swimming lessons are available at Bloomington Family
Aquatic Center, 301 E. 90th St., and Bush Lake Beach, 9140 E. Bush Lake Road.
When: Session I June 18 - 28.

Session II July 9 - 19.
Session III July 30 - August 9.

Times: 10:10 - 10:50 a.m. Aquatic Center.
7:10 - 7:50 p.m. Aquatic Center.
9:40 - 10:20 a.m. Bush Lake Beach.
6:40 - 7:20 p.m. Bush Lake Beach.

Cost: $46.
To register: Call Parks and Recreation or register online 

at webtrac.ci.bloomington.mn.us.

BIG rink renovation
Improvements underway at recreational facility

An upgrade to one of the rinks at 
the Bloomington Ice Garden (BIG) is
currently underway. The 37-year-old rink
number one, which seats 1,800 people, has
been heavily used since it opened. The $1.2
million rink reconstruction will include a
new energy-efficient refrigeration
system, extended players’ boxes and
seamless glass that will enhance
spectator viewing. Construction began in
April and is scheduled for completion next
fall. For more information, call Andy
Baltgalvis, Bloomington Ice Garden
Manager, at 952-563-8842.

Summer Adventure
Ages 6 - 12.

Playgrounds 
Join your friends for games, sports,
story time, arts and crafts, carnivals and special events.
When: M, Tu,Th, June 11 - August 9. (No program, July 2 - 6.) 
Where: Brookside (June 11 - July 13), Bryant, Brye, Countryside (June 20 - July 20),

Kelly, Poplar Bridge, Running, Smith, Sunrise and Westwood parks.
Times: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Cost: $45. Field trips extra, see below. Friday swim trips $5.

Field trips
Adventures abound this summer. Kids can sign up for fun, safe and

supervised field trips that will allow them to spend time with their
friends. Some of the field trips include ice skating, rock

climbing and swimming.
When: Wednesdays, June 13 - August 8.

(No field trip on July 4.)
Cost: $15 per trip.

Youth activities

New and improved 

Pickleball
Play at Hyland Hills
Tennis and Pickleball
Court, 9858 Edgewood
Road, on Mondays and

Wednesdays, May -
October, 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.

Free lessons are available on Mondays at
9 a.m. For more information, call Jim at 
952-835-2468 or visit
www.ci.bloomington. mn.us, keyword:
Pickleball.

Men’s and Women’s
Tennis Leagues
Play doubles,
singles and
mixers from
June - August.
For more
information,
call Parks and
Recreation or
visit www.ci.bloomington.mn.us,
keyword: Tennis.

Senior Softball
League
The Born Again Jocks Softball League
welcomes men, age 55 and older, with all
levels of playing ability. Games are
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:45 a.m., at
Valley View Playfield, 9000 Portland
Ave. S. For more information, call Dick
Wortman at 952-888-1814 or Loran Wendt
at 952-831-4759, or e-mail Bob Wandberg
at bwandberq@qwest.net.
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For information, call
Parks and Recreation
at 952-563-8877.

Get your fresh produce here
Here’s your chance to buy products
from local farmers, growers and
producers. The City of Bloomington
Farmers Market will be held on
Saturdays, July 7 - October 6, 7 a.m. -
noon, in the east parking lot of
Bloomington Civic Plaza, 1800 W. Old
Shakopee Road. For more information,
call 952-563-8889.

Camp Kota 
Ages 7 - 12.

While learning basic camping
skills, children will develop an
appreciation for the outdoors.
Activities include swimming, arts
and crafts, active games, field trips,
camp craft activities and overnight
camp. Bus transportation is
provided from 7:45 - 8:20 a.m. and
3:05 - 3:45 p.m., except on Friday
mornings. Childcare is available
before and after camp for an
additional fee.
When: Weekdays,

8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Where: Bush Lake picnic 

shelter 3,
9140 E. Bush Lake Road.

Session I July 23 - 27.
Session II July 30 - August 3.
Session III August 6 - 10.
Session IV August 13 - 17.
Cost: $150 per week.

To register, call Parks and
Recreation or download a
registration form at
www.ci.bloomington.mn.us,
keyword: Kota.

New! Kota Kids for ages 5 - 6 
When: M - Th,

8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Session A July 30 - August 2.
Session B August 13 - 16.
Where: Bush Lake picnic

shelter 3,
9140 E. Bush Lake Rd.

Cost: $120 per week.
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adult sports

Mayor Gene Winstead, left, and
Bloomington Advisory Board of Health's
Michael Bawek, right, present the health
promotion award to Thomas Ringdal.

Bloomington Health
Promotion Award
BEC-TV’s Tom Ringdal 
Tom Ringdal, director of Bloomington
Educational Cable Television (BEC-TV),
was presented with the 2007
Bloomington Health Promotion Award
at a City Council meeting in April.

Ringdal received the award for his
commitment to fostering youth
developmental assets – the “building
blocks of health” – through skill and
relationship development
opportunities provided via the
Tomorrow’s Voices Today (TVT) youth
cable television show.

Ringdal said his love of people and
pushing buttons is what attracted him
to the TVT project. Stories from youth
who were nourished by their
involvement with Ringdal confirm his
impact and contributions.

“He really understands how to
connect with youth and motivate them
to achieve great things,” said Andy
Ohrt, a BEC-TV student volunteer
technician.

TVT  teaches marketable skills,
communication, teamwork and how to
relate to adults. The success of these
youth is the legacy of TVT.

Normandale Lake
Addressing invasive aquatic
vegetation
This past winter, the City’s
Engineering and Environmental
Health staff met with the Nine Mile
Creek Watershed District to discuss
Normandale Lake and strategies for
addressing invasive aquatic vegetation,
particularly Curleyleaf Pondweed. The
current proposal would draw down
Normandale Lake in the fall or winter
2008 to freeze Curleyleaf Pondweed
and apply spot chemical treatment
where needed. The lake would be
allowed to return to its normal level
naturally, using snowfall and rainfall.
The following spring, lakeshore
plantings and other vegetation
mitigation would occur.

The Watershed District will be
preparing a report to define the
project more clearly, including the
potential need for cost sharing with
the City. Although detailed costs for
the project have not been completed,
estimated total costs range from
$100,000 to $200,000. The City will
continue with the current vegetation
treatment plan using herbicides in
Normandale Lake as permitted by the
Department of Natural Resources. For
more information, call Scott Anderson
at 952-563-4867.

Cassandra Tracy
bfingall




